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SUBJECT:GOM APPROVAL FOR PALEONTOLOGICAL FIELD TRIP 

1. THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE MR. 

CHARLES C. SMITH, GEOLOGIST, TRAVEL TO MEXICO TO MEASURE 

A NEW ROAD-CUT SECTION AND COLLECT A SERIES OF SAMPLES FOR 
MICRO-PALEONTOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS . 

2. THE AREA OE INTEREST IS THE ALMOST CONTINUOUS SERIES OF 
ROAD-CUT EXPOSURES SOUTHEAST OF CUIDAD VICTORIA EXTENDING 
FROM GONZALEZ NORTH-WESTWARD TO ZARAGOZA. EXPOSURES ALONG 
THE HIGHWAY ARE ASSIGNABLE TO THE UPPER CRETACEOUS MENDEZ 
SHALE AND OVERLYING PALEOGENE VELASCO FORMATION. THE IM- 
PORTANCE OF THIS NEARLY CONTINUOUS SECTION LIES IN THE FACT 
THAT WITHIN THE CUIDAD VICTORIA-TAMPICO AREA, THE 
CRETACEOUS-TERTIARY CONTACT IS CONFORMABLE AND REPRESENTED 
BY CONTINUOUS SEDIMENTATION. WITHIN THE UNITED STATES, 

HOWEVER, THIS SAME CONTACT IS UNCONFORMABLE AND THUS THE A 
PALEONTOLOGICAL HISTORY OF MICROFOSSILS ACROSS THE BOUNDARY 
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CANNOT BE INVESTIGATED. IT IS PROPOSED THAT HE COLLECTED 
50 TO 70 ONE-POUND SAMPLES OF ROCK WHICH WILL BE CHEMICALLY 
AND MECHANICALLY PROCESSED FOR THE EXTRACTION OF THEIR CON- 
TAINED CALCAREOUS MICROFOSSILS. RESULTS OE THESE STUDIES 

WILL BE INCORPORATED IN PRESENT RESEARCH STUDIES, AND 
RESULTS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE EITHER IN PREPRINT OR 
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FINAL PUBLISHED FORM TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO. 

3. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT MR. SMITH WILL BE lOINED IN 
THE FIELD BY DR. JOSE GUERRERO AND DR. JOSE F. LONGORIA, 
FACULTY MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY, UNIVERSIDAD 
NACIONAL AUTONOMA DE MEXICO, MEXICO CITY. HE WILL BE 
TRAVELING TO MEXICO IN A 1966 1/2 TON, CHEVROLET PICKUP 
TRUCK, TEXAS LICENSE NO. AE 1649, TITLE NO. 65873770, 

MOTOR SERIAL NO. C1446S12487L HE HOPES TO CROSS THE 
BORDER AT LAREDO, TEXAS, ON OR ABOUT AUGUST 16, 1977. HE 
WILL BE CARRYING NORMAL GEOLOGIC EIELD EQUIPMENT INCLUDING 
A BRUNTON COMPASS, SMALL SHOVEL, 100 CLOTH SAMPLE BAGS, 

ETC. 

4. EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING GOM APPROVAL FOR THIS 
PROPOSED FIELD TRIP WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. IF THIS 
APPROVAL CANNOT BE OBTAINED FOR THE TRIP IN AUGUST IT CAN 
BE POSTPONED, WITH SOME DIFFICULTY, UNTIL SEPTEMBER. A 
MAP SHOWING THE PROPOSED AREA OF INVESTIGATION IS BEING 
POUCHED TO THE EMBASSY. VANCE 
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